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Out of the six Anchor Parks estab-

lished in the comprehensive vision 

plan, Washington Square Park and 

the proposed Rail Park were select-

ed to be developed in further detail. 

The Beardsley Road and Third Street 

Corridor represents one corridor 

from the comprehensive network of 

Corridors. And three Infill Parks were 

selected, 17th and Grand., 10th and 

Cherry St., and 10th and Wyandotte 

St., which each represent a different 

type of infill site. 
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The image below depicts the Downtown Kansas City 
Recycling Vision Plan.  The following pages explain the system 
components and how the waste loads investigated may 
impact future waste management.  The conceptual scenarios 
then explore possible outcomes of policy adjustments, 
technology integration, and organic collection.  Finally, the 
system strategies are briefly introduced.  These strategies 
guided prototypical design development, fully explained in 
later chapters of this book.

Downtown Kansas City’s Recycling Vision Plan
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Spatial Typologies
The West Bottoms’ patterns of growth, 
destruction, disinvestment, and rein-
vestment gave way to what is known as 
drosscape. Drosscape is leftover and un-
used pieces of land in-between transition-
al cycles of disuse and reuse. The unused 
pieces of land are prime opportunities 
for creative designers to establish much 
needed public spaces. The variety and in-
consistency in the West Bottoms built en-
vironment made it difficult to discern pos-
sible opportune sites for public spaces. To 
better comprehend the best possible sites 
for inclusion in the project, the design 
team established a view of understand-
ing these sites in what was established as 
“spatial typologies”. The understanding of 
the drosscape through spatial typologies 
helped the design team better compare 
possible sites for implementation and es-
tablish a set of rules for pattern recogni-
tion in the West Bottoms.

Mapping of spatial typologies
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West Bottoms 
Study 2010-
2011

Green + Civic 
Spaces Study 
2011-2012

Independence 
Avenue Study 
2012-2013

Washington 
Square Park 
Study 2013-
2014

Kessler Park 
Study 2014-
2015

Downtown 
Recycling 
System Study 
2015-2016

2015 Ar t In the 
Loop Study

West Bottoms 
Reborn phase 
1&2 2016-
2018

Prospect Ave 
Nodal Study 
2018-2019

Scarritt 
Renaissance 
Study 2016-
2017

2012 ULI 
Rose Fellows 
Study

2016 West 
Bottoms 
Wayfinding 
Plan by 
Phronesis

2018 Kemper 
Arena Ren-
ovation and 
Hyvee Arena 
opening

2016 Wash-
ington Square 
Park plan 
by Coen + 
Partners

2011 El Dora-
do implemen-
tation design 
plan with 
Parks & Rec

2013 
Independence 
Ave Conser-
vation Overlay 
Plan

2013 Invest 
Northeast 
Study

2015 Inde-
pendence 
Ave Overlay 
District Plan

2016 NEA Our 
Town Grant 
award

2015 Choice 
Neighborhood 
HUD Grant 
award

2015 Paseo 
Gateway 
Project 
development

K
C

D
C

  
P

R
O

JE
C

T
S

C
A

TA
LY

T
IC

 O
U

T
C

O
M

E
S

KCDC PROJECTS IMPACT 2009-2021

2018 GDAP 
Draft Update

EXPANSION STRATEGY - PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY ZONE

ART IN THE PARK
CURRENT ART IMPACT AREA
ART ON THE LINE
BUS ROUTES
BIKE ROUTES
PROPOSED ART IMPACT AREA
HIGHER PEDESTRIAN COUNT
LOWER PEDESTRIAN COUNT
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Expansion Strategy - Pedestrian Activity Zone 35

2016 NEA 
Neighborworks 
grant award

2015 MARC 
Solid Waste 
District 
Management 
grant award

East Bottoms 
Study 
2019-2020

Kansas City, 
Kansas River-
front Study 
2020-2021

2019 TOD 
Prospect Max

2020 Affiliated 
Faculty afford-
able housing 
studio

2021 Armou-
dale Master 
Plan by PORT

2022 West 
Bottoms in 3 
parts w/ 
SomeraRoad 
and UGWYCO

Kessler Park 
Water Reser-
voir Study 
2021-2022 

2020 NEA 
Grant for the 
Arts award

2022 Hoxie 
Collective 
Kessler Park 
Master Plan w/ 
Parks & Rec



KC
D

C 
PA

RT
N

ER
SH

IP
S 

&
 C

O
LL

AB
O

RA
TI

O
N

S

KC
D

C 
AW

AR
D

S 
&

 R
EC

O
G

N
IT

IO
N

S

The KCDC actively seeks to partner and collaborate 
with community organizations, stakeholders 
and residents, local governments, and design 
professionals to promote excellence in urban 
design and the built environment. Current and past 
partnerships and collaborations include: 

Past KCDC projects have received national and 
regional recognition and been influential in city 
planning. The KCDC measures its success in part 
through these accolades as well as in project specific 
funding. Past awards and recognitions include: 

KCMO City Manager’s Office

KCMO Planning Department

KCK Unified Government Planning Department

KCMO Office of Culture and Creative Services

KCMO Downtown Council

KCMO Parks and Recreation

KCMO Public Works

KCMO Central Industrial District Association

KCMO Industrial Council

KSU Urban Water Institute

Urban Land Institute

American Institute of Architects Kansas City

Kansas City Young Architects Forum

Mid America Regional Council

Better Block KC

University of Missouri-Kansas City

Local Initiatives Support Corporation

Public Improvements Advisory Committee  

Housing and Urban Development

Historic West Bottoms Association

Asian Americans For Equality 

KC Public Library

KC Public Schools

Northeast Industrial Council

Nelson Atkins Museum of Art

KCATA

BikeWalk KC

Bridging the Gap

Heartland Conservation Alliance

Westside Housing Organization

Port KC

Pendleton Heights Neighborhood Association

Northeast Alliance Together (Mattie Rhodes)

Scarritt Renaissance Neighborhood Association

Prospect Business Association

Indian Mound Neighborhood

KCK Riverfront Vision Study 

2022 ASLA Central States Communication Honor Award

East Bottoms Vision Study

2021 AIA KC Design Excellence Merit Award

2021 AIA Central States Merit Award

2021 ASLA Central States Communication Merit Award

2020 Kremer Prize

West Bottoms Reborn

2020 ASLA Central States Communication Merit Award

2019 AIA Design Excellence Citation Award

2019 AIA Central States Merit Award

2018 Kremer Prize

City of Kansas City, MO Resolution

Historic West Bottoms Resolution

Downtown Kansas City Recycling System

2017 ASLA Central States Honor Award

2016 AIA KC Design Excellence Merit Award

Kessler Park + Water Resevoir

2015 AIA KC Design Excellence Merit Award

Washington Square Park

2015 ASLA Central States Merit Award

Independence Avenue

2014 ASLA Central States Communication Honor Award

2013 AIA KC Design Excellence Honor Award

Green + Civic Spaces

2013 ASLA Central States Communication Honor Award

West Bottoms

2013 AIA Central States Region Urban Planning Design 

Citation Award

2012 ASLA Central States Communication Merit Award

2011 KCIC Brick by Brick Award for Public-Private 

Partnership

The Kansas City Design Center is a nationally recognized, service-learning urban design 
program that operates as a 501(c)3 nonprofit in partnership with the College of Architecture, 
Planning, and Design at K-State. Our mission is to promote design excellence within Kansas 
City’s built environment through education and public service. We do this by serving the 
professional and civic communities of Kansas City through our resident Urban Design Studio 
which focuses on design innovation, thought leadership, resiliency, environmental stewardship, 
and social and racial equity and inclusion.

In conducting our studies, we form long-lasting relationships with the communities we work 
with, leading to continued investment in neighborhood improvements. These relationships 
position the KCDC to act as a conduit between the city, the profession, and the community, 
which results in innovative approaches to design-thinking and an open source for knowledge 
sharing and collaboration across civic/professional/public institutions. The KCDC fosters 
collaboration with city departments such as planning, parks & recreation, water, and public 
works that lead to innovative designs based on the pursuits and goals of the department.

KCDC PROJECT IMPACTS


